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SAVE $100 ON THE
FULL TEST PANEL
WITH CODE MUSIC! .

INTRODUCING

TICK-BORNE DISEASE
TESTING FROM THE
COMFORT OF HOME.

AcuDart

taction

SUPERIOR ACCURACY

NO DOCTOR

VISIT REQUIRED
v COMPLETED AT HOME
v AVAILABLE FOR LYME,

B TBRF, BABESIOSIS,
% Did You Know? AND BARTONELLOSIS

Western blacklegged >

ticks have been found )
in 56 out of 58 counties
in California. A tick bite can

cause Lyme disease, TBRF,
Babesiosis, and Bartonellosis.

For more information on AcuDart tests, \7 o
please visit acudarthealth.com ' %Re- AC U Da rt



COVENANT
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Covenant Presbyterian Church

670 East Meadow, Palo Alto

Amy Nasci Worden

DRE# 01485028

WINDWARD

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Post Oftfice Box 3243 650.726.1031
300 Main Srreet, Ste, 5 Cell 650.619.0294
Halt Moon Bay, CA 94019 amvewindward-commercial.com

EL SUR

emponaodas

Handmade Argentine-style
Empanadas

Visit our Café, Order Online, or
Book Us for Your Next Event!

Website: www.elsursf.com

Email: info@elsursf.com
Phone: 415-530-2803




A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD

Welcome to Peninsula Cantare's season finale concert — A Star is Born! We're
thrilled to have you with us as we close our season with a joyful celebration of
music that spans the stage, screen, and beyond.

Tonight's performance promises a vibrant journey through some of the most
beloved melodies from Broadway, film, and television. From the timeless charm
of Over the Rainbow and Somewhere to the dazzling flair of There's No Business
Like Show Business, this program invites you to relive favorite moments and
discover new treasures. We're especially excited to present one of Handel's
thrilling Coronation Anthems, a stirring reminder of music's grandeur, alongside
classic favorites that continue to inspire and uplift.

This evening is not only a celebration of great music—it's a celebration of
community. Your presence and support make it possible for us to continue
sharing the joy of choral music. Whether this is your first time with us or you've
been a part of our journey for years, thank you for being here. Sit back, relax, and
let the music carry you—among the stars.

With gratitude,

Chair, Board of Directors Y

A MESSAGE FROM THE MAESTRO

Thank you for joining us tonight! We are excited to share a rather eclectic
prograrm with you. You're hearing one of Handel's epic Coronation Anthems, a
song written for a video game, American Broadway classics like Before the
Parade Passes By, and a world premiere called Stars written by one of our
devoted singers who happens to be a scientist exploring the origin of a star.

You're also hearing the immense talent of our singers as they shine collectively
and as soloists this evening. The individual talents these musicians share with us
each week are astounding and I'm excited you're getting to witness what |
experience every Tuesday evening, | count my lucky stars that | get to explore
music and push the boundaries of choral artistry with each and every one of
them. It's a true honor to share all of this music with you.

As always, be kind to yourself. And thank you for all of your support!

(g Bergon

Artistic Director



PROGRAM

J. M. Nunes Garcia
(1767-1830)

G. F. Handel
(1685-1759)

Ronald Hodges

Katerina Gimon

Jocelyn Hagen

Andrea Ramsey

Christopher Tin

arr. Andrew Lu

Irving Berlin
arr. Mark Brymer, K. Lewis

Leonard Bernstein
arr. Mac Huff, K. Lewis

Pasek & Paul
arr, Mac Huff

Harold Arlen
arr. Jacob Narverud

Stephen Flaherty

arr. John Leavitt

Randy Newman
arr. Philip Lawson

Jerry Herman
arr. Mark Hayes, B. Lodge

Ave maris stella

Let Thy Hand Be Strengthened, HWV 259
I. Allegro
Il. Larghetto
Il. Allegro

Stars from Creation (World Premiere)
The Language of the Stars

Amy Spencer, Simone Horne, Jeremy Ryan, soloists

We Are the Stars

Orion

Sogno di Volare from To Shiver the Sky

~INTERMISSION~

There's No Business Like Show Business

Somewhere
Marina Box, soprano

A Million Dreams
Marcus Edholm, Anne-Marie Strohman, soloists

Over the Rainbow
Amy Nasci, soprano

The Wheels of a Dream
Truesten Tautolo, baritone

When She Loved Me

Before the Parade Passes By
Lofn Young, sopranc

Please join us for a reception immediately following the concert!



TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Ave maris stella

Ave, maris stellg, Hail, star of the seq,

Dei mater alma, Nurturing Mother of God,
atque semper virgo, And ever Virgin

Felix ceeli porta. Happy gate of Heaven

Let Thy Hand Be Strengthened

Let thy hand be strengthened and thy right hand be exalted.

Let justice and judgment be the preparation of thy seat!
Let mercy and truth go before thy face.
Let justice, judgment, mercy, truth go before thy face.

Alleluial

Stars

Clouds of hydrogen
Swirling, spinning, billowing, whirling, churning
Pressure, gravity vie for control,

The scole of the clump exceeds the Jeans Length.
The unstable cloud starts a free fall collapse.
Mass accretes in the core of the protostar.
Gravity's energy converts nto heat.

The temperature climbs, hotter and hotter,
lgnition! The fusion furnace alights.
Proton plus proton gives deuteron, positron, and neutrino.
Deuteron plus proton gives “He plus @ gamma.
A pair of He gives “He and two protons.
The output of energy: 26.73 MeV.

A main sequence star.

Three “He gives carbon.

“He and carbon give oxygen or nitrogen,
Expanding, inflating, a red giant
Two hundred thousand thousand degrees,
Five hundred thousand years.
Stellar nucleosynthesis.

Carbon, oxygen, silicon, sulfur,
Argon, and calcium, neon, magnesium,
Nickel and iron.

A supernova! scatters the seeds of life.

-
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TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

The Language of the Stars

Ye brilliant orbs that deck the sky,
shrouded in deepest mystery,
to thee my song | sing!

I long to know of what thou art,
of this great universe a part,
| feel thy glory in my heart
while to the earth | cling.

I long to traverse thy bright spheres,
to stand above the flight of years
remembering earth'’s dark sod;
Who formed thy glittering, gilded gems,
who framed thy starry diadems,
who all the golden glory bends
of the resplendent sun!

Mysterious questions, answered not,
with deepest meaning ever fraught,
flooding this life below,
when rolling years no more shall be,
when man shall find our destiny,
when time unveils eternity,;
perhaps, we then shall know.

-Martha Lavinia Hoffman

We Are the Stars

We are the stars, who sing
from a distant place.
Yes, you are alone in your orbit,
as we are.
Yes, your light burns fiercely,
as fiercely as ours.

The thin wind of loneliness
may howl around you,
suck the breath from your fire.

But look before you
and behind you.
Look above you
and below you.
See how many other hearts are burning,
burning as brightly as yours.

We are the stars.
We sing with our light
in our vast, brilliant constellations:
alone, together.

- Joyce Sidman



TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Orion

| went out at night alone;
The young blood flowing beyond the sea
Seemed to have drenched my spirit's wings—
| bore my sorrow heavily.

But when | lifted up my head
From shadows shaken on the snow,
| saw Qrion in the east
Burn steadily as long ago.

From windows in my father's house,
Dreaming my dreams on winter nights,
| watched Orion as a child
Above anather city's lights,

Years go, dreams go, and youth goes too,
The world's heart breaks beneath its wars,
All things are changed, save in the east
The faithful beauty of the stars.

-Sara Teasdale

Sogno di Volare

Una volta che avrai

Spiccato il volo, deciderai

Sguarda verso if ciel saprai:

Li o casa il cuore sentirai.

Una volta che avrai

Spiccato il vo.‘o,'decfdercr'

Sguardo verso il ciel saprai:

Li a casa il cuore sentirai.

Prendera il primo volo

Verso il sole il grande uccello
Sorvolando il grande Monte Ceceri
Riempiendo l'universo di stupere e gloria,
Una volta che avrai spiccato il volo,
Allora deciderai

Sguardo verso il ciel saprai:

Lia casa il cuore sentirai.

L'uomo verra portato dalla sua creazione
Come gli uccelli, versa il cielo...
Riempendo ['universo di stupore e gloria.
Una volta che avrai

Spiccato il volo, deciderai

Sguardo verso il ciel saprai:

Lia casa il cuore sentirai.

Gloria!

Once you have

Taken flight, you'll decide,

Gaze towards the sky, you'll know that
That is where your heart will feel at home.
Once you have

Taken flight, you'll decide,

Gaze towards the sky, you'll know that
That is where your heart will feel at home.
Taking its first flight

Toward the sun, the great bird,

Sweeping over the great Mount Ceceri,
Filling the universe with wonder and glory.
Once you have taken flight,

Then you'll decide,

Gaze towards the sky, you'll know that
That is where your heart will feel at home.
Man will be lifted by his own creation,
Just like birds, towards the sky...

Filling the universe with wonder and glory.
Once you have taken flight,

You'll decide,

Gaze towards the sky, you'll know that
That is where your heart will feel at home.
Glory!

-Adapted from the writings of
Leonardo da Vinci by Chiara Cortez



THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Conductor's Circle ($5,000+)
Ellen & Steve Hill

Steve Boisvert & Amy Nasci
Ruthie Wilkins

Gold Baton ($2,500-$4,999)
Sarah & David Epstein
Ginny Grant

Silver Baton ($1,000-$2,499)
Stephanie Klein & Larry Baer
Jeffrey Benson & Branson Stephens
Ceoffrey Hackman

Elizabeth King & Judith Powell
Shirley Melen

Lisa Royals

Colleen Vandevoorde

Andrew Wilson

Nancy Winningham

Benefactor ($500- $999)
Dee Baily & Jon Heiner

Amy & Byron Banks

Elmer Downs, Jr.

Victoria Hanson

Paul Hubel

Rachel & Robert Janssen
Jim Todd

Patron ($100 - $499)
Arlice Aguirre

Israel Beinglass

Barbara Bellaire

Anne Beneventi

Diana Breen

Maren Buettner & Konstanin Kunz
Karen Butterfield

Jan Clayton

Landis & Kieran Coghlan
Laurie & Steve Croft
Mary & Lou De La Rosa
Susan Dean

Jean Fordis

Dale Garell

Carla Gratta

Janice Gunderson

Patron (cont.)
Stephanie Hanson
Sterling He

Ronald Hodges

Cindy Holmes

Don Holmes

Emily Hsu

Catherine Humphers-Smith
Dr. Oscar King

Alice Kleeman

Iris Litt

Joy Lu

Tina Ludtke

Elise Maar

Beth Nitzan

Rafael Ornes

David Papay

Robyn & Dave Peters
Susan Pierce

Paula & Marty Rini
Linda Sako

Barbara & Owen Saxton
Charles Schmuck
Janie Scott

Ellen Siminoff

DeeDee & Jack Stovel
Anna Takahashi

Zelda & Robert Thomas
Carol Vollen

Anna Zara

Friend ($1 - $99)
Angela Acosta
Dawn Acosta
Michelle Backer
Erik Bierwagen
Matthew Blum
Jeanne Brown

Oliver Chiang & Edward Clifford

Claire Dikas
Kathleen Dixon
Julia Edholm
Frank Farris
Michael Gomez
Barbary Grant




THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Friend ($1 - $99) Corporate Gifts

John Hickson Genentech

Jingga Inlora Deloitte Foundation

Miriam Kaplan Google

Andrew Lu Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory
Silke Maier Meta

Susie Martone SAP Company Match

Suzanne Martone

Carolyn & Marvin Miller N
Angela & James Mongillo Grant Funding
Annette Mullins

Cheryl Passanisi

Danielle Rakhshanifar SVCREATES
Jackie Ryan

Lisa Shepherd

Fleur Uptegraft

Leslie & David Vallerga

Robert Versluis

Donations from 5/1/2024 through 5/9/2025 i .

- MAKE A LASTING GIFT

Become a member of the Peninsula Cantare Encore Society by including
Peninsula Cantare in your estate planning. Your bequest, regardless of the
amount, will make a lasting difference in our mission to create a better world
through music.

With a combined 75 years of service on the board and as singers, we
wholeheartedly believe in the long-term vision and mission of this
outstanding organization. If you have already included Peninsula Cantare in
your will or trust, or would like more information, please contact
giving@peninsulacantare.org

Thank you in advance for your generous gift that will
sing for years to come,

Kay Johnson, Ruthie Wilkins, & Ginny Grant

peninsulacantare.org




BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kira Dixon chair

Mary De La Rosa
Sarah Epstein
Hamilton Fong
Ginny Grant

Ron Hodges treasurer

Emily Moore recording secretary
Jeffrey Benson ex officio

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Brendan Lodge, operations manager Leslie & Steve Cardiasmenos,
Andrew Ford, chorus manager reception and desserts
Jeremy Ryan, stage manager Liz Matchett & Richard Vaughan
Claire Dikas, box office Andrew Lu & Kerry Lewis
Simone Horne, refreshments Kyle Sofman
Kira Dixon, silent auction James Ordner
Amy Banks Robyn Peters
Shirley Gruber Emily Moore
First Congregational Church, Palo Alto Lavesh Jain, website
Ruthie Wilkins Covenant Presbyterian Church
Steve Hill Donald Dillard
Elmer Downs, Jr. Marina Box, Pia Satana, Cody
Ginny Crant Scott, & Truesten Tautolo,
Amy Nasci section leaders

b Get Plugged

‘?,”/" e
You're here, supporting the arts.
Thank you!

Could you support the crafts, too?

Sew, knit, crochet
for a cause you care about

Matching makers to projects with

INFO@CRAFTINGCHANGE.ORG purpose, heiping thoes In nesd




PENINSULA CANTARE

Jeffrey Benson, Artistic Director
Emily Hsu, Keyboard Artist

Soprano

Arlie Aguirre
Michelle Backer
Amy Banks

Marina Box*
Rebecca Bradley
Liz Brimhall

Kira Dixon

Julia Edholm

Toby Goldberg
Carla Gratta
Shirley Gruber
Victoria Hanson
Silke Maier
Elizabeth Matchett
Cabrielle McColgan
Emily Moore
Marjan Moshiri
Amy Nasci

Anna Pickett
Danielle Rakhshanifar
Lisa Shepherd

Kyle Dara Sofman
Amy Spencer

Lofn Young

Sara Zoroufy

* Section Leader

Alto

Angela Acosta
Sophia Bui

Leslie Cardiasmenos
Halle Donovan

Holly Elizondo

Sarah Epstein

Patty Frederick
Ginny Grant

Ellen Hill

Simone Horne

Anna Hubel

K. K. "Kay" Johnson
Miriam Kaplan

Holly Liberatore

Tina Ludtke

Michelle Montoya
Robyn Peters
Charlotte Reed

Pia Satana*

Barbara Saxton

Molly Seaman

Ellen Tauber Siminoff
Anne-Marie Strohman
Kelly Underwood Rozmus
Tori Vega

Join us before we head to Europe!

BON VOYAGE CONCERT

Sunday, June 1, 2025
3:00pm

St. Francis Episcopal Church
San Jose, CA

FREE

Tenor

Paul Bolton
James Chang
James Chantler
Joey Croft

Troy Davis

Elmer Downs
Marcus Edholm
Patrick Fu

Finn G

Michael Gomez
Mark Lewis
Andrew Lu
Christopher Montoya
Jeremy Ryan
Cody Scott*
Richard Vaughan

Bass

lan Aseltine
Erik Bierwagen
Matthew Blum
Steve Boisvert
Kieran Coghlan
Greg Doolittle
Andrew Ford
Ed Gelernt
Ceoff Hackman
Ronald Hodges
Robert Janssen
Scott Newbry
Rafael V. Ornes
Dave Peters
Dylan Platt
Andy Sundquist
Truesten Tautolo*
Joss Thomas




ARTISTIC STAFF

leffrey Benson

Emily Hsu

Jeffrey Benson (he/him) is Artistic Director of Peninsula
Cantare and Director of Choral Activities at San José State
University. The Washington Post hails his choirs for singing
“with an exquisite blend, subtlety of phrasing, confident
musicianship and fully supported tone.”

Dr. Benson made his international conducting debut with
the Irish Chamber Orchestra and the SJISU Choraliers in
Limerick, Ireland in 2016, and he made his Carnegie Hall
conducting debut ten years ago. He has served as cover
conductor for the Grammy award-winning Washington
Chorus, where he helped to prepare the ensemble for
Maestros Leonard Slatkin and Marvin Hamlisch.

In 2025, Benson will return to Carnegie Hall to conduct
Elaine Hagenberg's Illuminare with orchestra and chorus,
and he will conduct Craig Hella Johnson's Considering
Matthew Shepord at Washington National Cathedral with
Berkshire Choral International. Recently Dr. Benson's choirs
have been invited to perform with the Rolling Stones, Josh
Groban, Andrea Bocelli, Sarah Brightman, the Los Angeles
Festival Orchestra and the Skywalker Orchestra.

Dr. Benson is a published composer and arranger, and is the
editor of the Jeffrey Benson Choral Series with Gentry
Publications. His compositions are published with Colla Voce
Music and Santa Barbara Music Publishing, under the
Charlene Archibeque Choral Series.

Emily Hsu began her piano and musical training at the age
of three. By age ten, she had won several prestigious
accolades as a soloist. After moving from Taiwan to the Bay
Area in 1996, she studied with renowned pianist Rebecca-
Sen Chan. In addition to having an extensive and
accomplished solo career, Emily is a collaborative musician
by nature. She has arranged numerous choral works for the
Tzu Chi Foundation and Bo-Ai Chorus, she has performed
with the Cambrian Symphony under the direction of
Maestro Scott Krijnen, and she's worked with distinguished
music educator Jim Yowell for over a decade.

Since 2016, Emily has performed with the California Choral
Directors Association Honor Choirs, as well as with the ACDA
All-State Honor Choirs. She has collaborated alongside Dr.,
Judy Bowers {2016), Dr. Jessica Néapoles (2017), Dr. Jeffrey
Benson (2017), Dr. Anthony Trecek-King (2027), and Lori Marie
Rios (2023). Emily currently resides in Los Gatos with her
husband and daughter, and she works closely with Dr. Corie
Brown at San José State University and Dr. Jeffrey Benson
with both SJSU and Peninsula Cantare.



ARTISTIC STAFF

Brendan Lodge currently serves as Operations Manager for
Peninsula Cantare. In 2014, he earned his BM in Vocal Music
Education at Alma College under the tutelage of Dr. Will
Nichols, where he had the opportunity to conduct several
choirs as a student director. Brendan taught middle school
choir for four years in Michigan and California before earning
his MM in Choral Conducting at San José State University in
May 2023.

An avid musical theatre fan, Brendan has worked as a
music/pit director for multiple productions, and enjoys
performing when he can. Brendan also works as an arranger |
Brendan Lodge and frequently arranges music for his own choirs to sing. The

Alma College Choirs have repeatedly commissioned his
arrangements, and he had the privilege of conducting his

own works for the 2014 and 2017 Alma College Homecoming |
Concerts. In 2017 and 2019, his arrangements were featured

at the Michigan Music Conference's Choral Hour, At SISU,
Brendan worked as an instructor in Music Appreciation,
Music Fundamentals, and Ear Training, with all of the SJSU
choral ensembles In various administrative and artistic
capacities, and served as the director of SJSU's Vocal Jazz
Ensemble. Brendan now works as the choir teacher at
Livermore High School in Livermore, CA. He currently resides

in San José with his husband, Tyler, and their two Boston
Terriers, Jan and Bob.

- ORCHESTRA

Violin | Cello French Horn
Joe Edelberg Paul Rhodes Kyle Ko

Frida Pukhachevska Nancy Bien Trumpet
Heidi Modr Ben Snellings P

Jonathan Knight

Betty Corner Double Bass

; : Trombone
Violin 1l Marie Laskin ‘
' Brendan Lai-Tong
Joel Pattinson Flute )
Wakeford Gong el G Percussion
Seyoung Chung Artie Storch
Theresa Frew-Onyett Oboe Organ
Max Hollander
2 Matthew Burt
Viola Troy Davis
Rebecca Gemmer Giarinet Orchestra Contractor
Helene Wickett arne Carole Klein

Ale Aquilanti Karen Sremac



SAVE THE DATE

San José State University Choraliers
Peninsula Cantare

Join the SJSU Choraliers &
Peninsula Cantare before they depart
on their 2025 European Concert Tour.

SISU | PENINSULA

CANTARE

GIVE THE GIFT OF MUSIC

If you'd like to make a tax-deductible gift to help with our
musical programming, it's not too late! You may do so
directly through this secure donation link or via our website.

You are helping us create a better world through music!

peninsulacantare.org
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SECOND HARVEST
of SILICON VALLEY

AT THIS FOOD BANK




