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trad,, arr. by John Hancock

He’s Gone Away

Mountain Ballad
Let down the bars, O Death! arr. Ron Nelson

The tired flocks come in. (women of Cantare)

Tenting Tonight

arr. Jackson Berkey

A Maiden is in a Ring
Hugo Alfvén

Springtime Love

Swedish folk ballad




F or its last concert of this season, Peninsula Cantare is offering up lighter fare for your
enjoyment. We have performed our share of sacred and serious music this year, and it
seemed appropriate to finish the year with a selection of folk songs and shorter pieces. We
begin with two “part songs” of Joseph Haydn, from a set of eight. Originally in German,
we are singing them in English so you can fully enjoy their cleverness. These will be
followed by three distinct works of the American composer, Samuel Barber. The first, “Let
Down the Bars, O Death”, is based on a poem of Emily Dickinson. “To be Sung on the
Water”, the second work, is mesmerizing in its composition. You can sense the rocking of
the boat and then the calm of the water. The men and women sing in duets, tossing back and
forth the main themes. “Under the Willow Tree” is an aria from Barber’s opera “Vanessa,”
arranged for chorus by the composer. The whimsical text is by Barber’s lifelong friend,
Gian Carlo Menotti. You probably recognize Barber as the composer of “Adagio for
Strings,” one of his most popular works.

The second group in our program is a varied selection of folk songs from England,
Jamaica, Sweden, Canada and American. Some are very straight forward, such as “Spring-
time Love” and “The Water is Wide”, and others have been imaginatively arranged, such as
“The Feller From Fortune” and “Tenting Tonight.” They are all full of the emotions of life,
love, heartbreak and celebration.

Janice Gunderson has enjoyed a rich and varied musical life in the Bay Area working as a
teacher, Choral director and Professional Accompanist. She was chosen as Director of
Peninsula Cantare in January of 1997, and under her leadership, Cantare has become a choir
that sings with excitement and musicality, in repertoire ranging from the Renaissance to the
Twentieth Century. Her extensive choral experience includes serving as Assistant Conduc-
tor for the Masterworks Chorale at the College of San Mateo and directing church choirs
and musical productions. Janice has also taught on the music faculty at Cafiada College.
Under her direction, Peninsula Cantare has toured Spain, France and Germany. Janice
studied at Lewis & Clark College and holds a Bachelor of Music degree from the University
of Oregon with continuing studies at Cal State Hayward and San Jose State. Janice also
directs the Peninsula Choraliers, a women’s ensemble.

lexander Bootzin holds a B.A. degree in Piano Performance and an M. A. degree in

Musicology from U.C. Santa Barbara. He performs as solo pianist and in chamber
music concerts throughout the Bay Area, and is active as a teacher, accompanist, and musical
director. He is Director of Music Ministries at Hope Lutheran Chruch in San Mateo, and
along with his wife Martha, runs the Spindrift School of Performing Arts in Pacifica.
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